492              Live-Stock and Poultry Diseases
CROP-BOUND
Occasionally a bird will overload the crop with dry grasses or mixtures of grass and dry grain to such an extent that the crop becomes greatly distended. All movement of the crop stops and soon the bird refuses to eat. If allowed to remain, this stagnant material will become foul-smelling and later cause an inflammation of the crop and the skin adjoining it. Sometimes the entire area about the crop becomes a diseased decaying mass which results in the death of the bird.
If noticed early, the crop may be massaged and, if water is introduced through the mouth, the contents may sometimes be loosened so that they pass off naturally. This method is not usually a success if the impaction has existed very long, because the crop becomes paralyzed and unable to perform its normal functions. When massage is not effective, the crop should be opened and the impacted mass removed with a spoon or button-hook. A pair of sharp scissors will serve for the instrument to cut through the skin. Remove a few of the feathers where the distention is greatest and cut through the skin directly into the crop. After the crop has been emptied, it may be washed out with warm water and sewed back into place. When sewing up the crop, be careful to bring the cut edges of the crop wall and outer skin tightly together. The edges of the outer skin should not be turned under. Silk or linen thread will do for sewing. The operation is very simple and, if carefully done, is usually successful. After the operation, the bird should receive very small quantities of soft food for several days.
CONSTIPATION
This trouble is not serious, but is frequent in flocks which do not have access to greens or succulent roughages. It may also be brought on by too heavy grain feeding and lack of sufficient exercise. It is easily remedied by the administration of 1 pound of Epsom salts in the drinking